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The Impact of Elections Propaganda on
Voting Behavior of the Jordanian Voter
(The elections of the fifteenth parliament in Jordan 2007)
"Field Study"

This study aimed at knowing the nature of elections propaganda and its
impact on the voting behavior of the Jordanian voter through a set of objectives,
i.e., knowing the political and social culture of the Jordanian citizen; point out
the personal variables of the individual; the most distinctive impacts stemmed
from the society that affect his/her voting decision; in addition to previewing the
political, social, and economic issues addressed by the Jordanian parliament

candidates' propaganda during 2007.

The problem of the study is in knowing the nature of elections' propaganda

and the scope of impact on directing voter's decision to candidate's propaganda.
The problem of the study addressed the following questions:

- What is the scope of impact of elections propaganda, programs, and their

contents in directing the Jordanian voter towards electing his candidate.

- Is there any difference in impact between the traditional and modern

propaganda either, read, visual or audio.

- Are there any differences between the Jordanian voter's influence by the

elections' propaganda relative to personal variables.

The study was based on a major hypothesis that the elections' propaganda,
even if it's properly prepared, and addressed issues of interest to the Jordanian
citizen's behavior still has minor, relative, or of no impact. It also assumes that
the difference of the impact on the Jordanian voter's behavior between using
modern and traditional communication media, read, audio, and visual, is bound

by the personal variables of the individual, as the level of education.

To reach into the best results, the study used the historical methodology
through reviewing the historical life of the Jordanian parliament, and the

comparative methodology between the Jordanian elections regulations and laws,
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and the quantitative methodology through discussing a set of elections
propaganda for Jordanian parliament candidates for 2007, analyze them, and
submit them to sample of the study. The study mainly relied on the statistical
methodology to analyze the response of the sample of the study of the Jordanian
voters' society who participated in voting for the Jordanian elections for the

fifteenth parliament members of 2007.
The study concluded to many results, i.e.,:

1. Sample of the study do not vote for the candidate according to his
propaganda or programs, and the propaganda did not affect their voting

position.

2. Traditional voting propaganda, i.e., brochures, signs, posters, were the

best propaganda.

3. There are no differences of statistical indications between the impact of

elections propaganda attributed to gender.
The study suggested the following recommendations:

1. Called on the Jordanian candidates to fully believe that the elections
propaganda is not an effective and distinctive reason behind the success of
elections, and called them not to exaggerate in spending money on their

campaigns.

2. This study called on the voters to stop the old elections habits by issuing
judgments on electing the candidate based on relationships or tribal

connections.

3. This study requested the Jordanian legislator to change elections law, and
to adopt the multi votes, which means voter's right to elect a more choices
than one candidate from one election region and the principle of (national
vote) which means giving the voter the right to elect a candidate from

outside his election region.
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